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Communalism
People in India, especially working men and women in industrial units, offices and shops, and those working in the fields, have suffered badly because of the policies of the present government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Rising prices, unemployment, lack of remunerative prices for the farmers, stagnant wages, high costs of education and health and many other effects of his economic policies have destroyed the hope of ‘achche din’. Angry with this betrayal, workers from across the country held two massive strikes in 2015 and 2016, followed by the historic Mahapadav in Delhi in 2017. There have been many agitations and strikes in various industrial sectors including coal, steel, port & dock, banks, telecom, plantations, government employees, of the scheme workers etc. Farmers have come out on the roads and even faced police bullets in different states.  
While fighting for their demands working people are facing a growing threat that can derail this unity and struggle. This threat is – division on the basis of religious and caste identities. Fearful of facing the angry people and worried that they will throw out the government, the BJP and its mentor the RSS, has been actively spreading the poison of communal hatred and division among people. 
Incidents of communal violence have increased by 28% between 2014 and 2017. In these three years; there have been nearly 3000 communal incidents which have taken the toll of about 400 lives and left nearly 9000 people injured. Officially registered cases of inciting communal violence have gone up by 41% in this period from 366 in 2014 to 475 in 2017. 
Under the BJP government led by Modi dalits and the most downtrodden are also being attacked by the Sangh Parivar outfits, in one or other place in the country, almost every day Most of these are targeted against their means of livelihood as well as their basic social rights.   

Since BJP came to power at the centre in 2014, there have been 78 cases of mob attacks and lynchings in the name of cow protection, led mostly by persons belonging to the various outfits of the RSS. These horrific attacks caused deaths of 29 people and left 273 injured, including 148 seriously injured.  Over two thirds of the victims were Muslims and the remaining mostly Dalits. 
Another minority community in the country, the Christians, too are facing growing violence from the Sangh Parivar. An estimated 700 attacks have taken place on churches, clergy, carol singers, Christmas and Easter events and missionaries across the country in the past 4 years. 
In all of these, common people suffered the most: they lost livelihoods and wages, they were forced to stop any agitations for their rights, and their employers were happy that workers’ unity was disrupted.
Religious Fanatics Are Dividing Working People’s Unity

Communal poison is being spread through a campaign of lies and hatred carried out amongst the people. Among the various “issues” that have been manufactured by the Sangh parivar to spread this poison against Muslims and Christians are “love jihad”, forcible conversion, beef, population growth, allegiance to Pakistan or international jihadists, etc. Hindu festivals have been turned into armed celebrations that viciously target minority communities. BJP and Sangh Parivar leaders repeatedly target minority communities and shield criminals belonging to the majority community. In many cases local police was reported to be complicit in the violence. This growing communalisation of society has created mutual friction and tensions in many parts of the country, even in places where there was minimal history of such strife. 
People of different religions in India have lived together for centuries. History shows that the root cause of conflicts and wars was always oppression of the rulers, whether they be local kings or emperors, or British colonial rulers. It was always the rulers who incited and fanned the flames of religious division because it was in their interest to keep people divided and fighting among themselves. But, despite all this, people of all faiths have lived in harmony, working together in fields and factories and facing poverty or distress – or joys - together. All this is now under threat. If RSS-BJP continues with its work, it will tear apart the country, plunging it into violence and bloodshed.
RSS-BJP’s communal propaganda and activities are also causing people from the minority communities to be pushed into the arms of fundamentalists of those religions. Under constant attack for following their faith, they are forced to accept fundamentalist preaching with the wrong perception that it will give them a sense of security. Hindu fanaticism is thus helping Muslim or Christian fundamentalism to grow. 
BJP Is Upholding Dangerous RSS Vision 

It is necessary to understand that the BJP-RSS thinking is detrimental to the most basic interests of the working people. Some workers may think: how does it matter to us if there are communal riots somewhere or some Muslims or Christian workers are discriminated against? Such thinking would be a grave mistake.
What the BJP-RSS and its associated organisations like the BMS want is to ultimately establish a ‘Hindu Rashtra’ in India. This is clearly spelt out in the writings of M.S.Golwalkar, or Guruji as he is called, who was the RSS supremo for many years and is considered their premier ideologue. In his book ‘We, Or Our Nationhood Defined’ Golwalkar writes “All those not belonging to the national i.e. Hindu Race, Religion, Culture and Language, naturally fall out of the pale of real ‘National’ life”, and also “Those only are nationalist patriots, who, with the aspiration to glorify the Hindu race and Nation next to their heart, are prompted into activity and strive to achieve that goal. All others are, either traitors and enemies to the National cause, or, to take a charitable view, idiots.”
What kind of “nation” will this Hindu Rashtra be? Will it bring prosperity and peace for the all the people in the country? As per Golwalkar, all the non-Hindus will be second class citizens, just like slaves with no rights. But even among Hindus, the rich industrialists and landowners will continue to rule while the labourers will continue to serve them. Caste division will continue to reign under so called “varnashram dharma”. According to Golwalkar, this is the natural Hindu way of life. 
Golwalkar ridicules the demand of the workers for their ‘rights’. He says ‘Today, we hear everywhere the clamour for ‘rights’. …. Nowhere is there any stress on ‘duties’ and the spirit of selfless service…. That is why we are finding conflicts among the various component parts in our national life today, between ... the labourer and the industrialist.’ So, in the Hindu Rashtra, workers will have to work selflessly for the Nation and not dare to dream about their well being or rights.
The only solution to workers’ problems that the RSS has to offer is, according to Golwalkar, that the employers should ‘…build a temple in each estate or labour colony and arrange for weekly bhajan and worship, religious discourses and Harikathas’. There you have it: workers can devote themselves to increasing production and if troubled by low wages or high costs of medicine, they can visit the local temple and sing bhajans!
Golwalkar also clearly says that democracy and democratic rights are of no use - a few learned men can guide the whole country. So, in this Hindu Rashtra that the BJP-RSS dreams about there will be no need for elections, or for having trade unions and the right to go on strike.
Such ideology that promotes majority communalism, naturally feeds communalisms of other hues and colours. Communalisms, of whatever variety, divide people and disrupt their unity. Thereby, they weaken the united struggles of the workers and the people to improve their livelihoods.

This dangerous dark vision of India espoused by the RSS and its political arm, the BJP, is what the big business houses/corporates and landlords like. They think that their profits will have no limits if all working people are herded like sheep to work endlessly at the least wages possible, without any need for education or healthcare and without protest. That is why you see all big tycoons from Ambanis to Tatas and Birlas and others praising Modi day in and day out.
So, working people of India need to fight against and expose this dangerous ideology of the RSS-BJP along with every struggle they carry out for economic demands. The working class has to fight against communalism of all hues and colours and protect their unity; because unity is the only source of power and strength for the working class.
The ‘Mazdoor Kisan Sangharsh Rally’ before Parliament on 5th September is to express our resolve to protect and strengthen our unity, the unity of all toiling people of the country, the workers, peasants and agricultural workers. It is to express our resolve to defeat all forces that try to disrupt this unity and weaken our struggle to improve our conditions.
Let us Unite! Fight! 

· No to governments that work for the 0.1%

· For policies that benefit the 99.9%

